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Dear Sir: 

Please amend the above-identified Application as follows: 
In the Specification 

Delete paragraph which was added by Preliminary Amendment on page 1 at lines 
3-4, and replace with the following paragraph: 

This application is a continuation of Application Serial No. 08/966,046, filed 
November 7, 1997, now U.S. Patent No. 6,134,009, issued October 17, 2000. 
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Delete paragraph on page 6, line 22 to page 7, line 7, and replace with the 
following paragraph: 

Because the incident polarization 46 contains components of polarization parallel 
to both optical axes of the prism sections, the prism 42 splits or shears the incident beam 
56 into two linearly polarized beams, A and B. The axes of polarization for the two 
beams are parallel to each of the optical axes of the two prisms in the Nomarski's prism. 
The shear is in a direction transverse to the direction of propagation of the incident beam 



